
TTHEHE C CHRISTCHURCHHRISTCHURCH T TRAMPERRAMPER
Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC

PO Box 527, Christchurch. www.ctc.org.nz

Affiliated with the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc.

Any similarity between the opinions expressed in this newsletter and Club policy is purely coincidental.

Vol. 91 Dec 2021 to Jan 2022 No. 7

Morning break and tent drying at Snowy Gorge Hut – see Ahuriri trip

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness and experience required). We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly
social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for hire to
members.  Membership  rates  per  year  are  $45  member,  $65  couple,  $20  junior  or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
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the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 0273265497 or email
katet5003@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free
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Wednesday 1 December Social

Yoga and Tramping: 

Kia  Ora  koutou  Having  recently  joined  the  tramping  club  this  year  I  can  see  how
tramping, and Yoga can go together. 

Yoga is an art and a discipline that when practiced with intention brings a quiet body,
mind and breath. Tramping can bring a similar sense of quietness and connection to
oneself and to nature. Both yoga and tramping are physically challenging pursuits yet can
be enjoyed at any age and adapted to the body you have today. Yoga postures can help
you prepare for the walks because yoga is excellent for training for joints, muscles and
balance. A yoga practice can also aid in soothing tired legs or sore muscles the next day.
I will be sharing some basic yoga postures to maximise your tramping practice. I have a
Diploma of Yoga and Meditation and have been practicing yoga for over 10 years and
teaching for 7 years. Look forward to seeing you there. - Charlene McLenaghen

Saturday 4 December 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Emma Rogers 022 491 6625
emma@flightlesskiwis.com

Craigieburn Traverse: 

I wouldn’t do that again It’s a very long day There’s no water up
there  A lot  of  height  gain  These  are  just  some of  the  glowing
reviews  previous  iterations  of  this  trip  have  received  from
delighted participants. 

Dependent  on  good  weather,  will  hopefully  run  in  one  of  the
weekends in December before Christmas, perhaps there’ll still be
a bit of snow to pad out the limited water supplies… Start at the
Porter’s ski field road, scamper up to the top of Blue Hill. Keep
walking until we run out of Craigieburns at Baldy Hill drop down to
the Cass-Lagoon Saddle track to the carpark. 

At about 42km and approximately 3300m of height gain over rocky
terrain,  there  may be some jogging required  to  keep the  pace
respectable if we want to make it to the pub for hot chips. If you’ve
already completed the Torlesse traverse and found that a bit easy,
then this is a good next step. 

But you’ll be pleased to note the Craigieburn Traverse isn’t even
half  of  Alistair  McDowell’s  100km  Craigieburn  Round:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-dSE2PRveM so it’s going to
be a relaxed day out in the bigger scheme of things. Departure
time TBC, probably stupidly early! 

Grade: Hard

Closes: 3 Dec 2021

Map: BW20 Lake
Coleridge 

Approx: $25
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Saturday 4 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt. Richardson:  This is  a  lovely  14km loop in  the Canterbury
foothills. 

We start  at the Glentui  Bush picnic area and go through some
mountain  beech  forest  -  some  steepish  sections  with  a  700m
height gain - to Mt Richardson itself ( 1047m ). Great views over
the Canterbury Plains and Lees Valley. The return trip follows the
Blowhard Track, giving an opportunity of walking along the open
tops. About half way along the Blowhard Track, we then descend
back into the bush along the Bypass Track and follow the ridge
down the eastern side of the Glentui River. On the way back to the
cars, we can stop and check out the Glentui River waterfall.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 3 Dec 2021

Map: BW22 
Oxford 

Approx: $15

Wednesday 8 December Social

First Aid in the Outdoors: 

Stefan Fairweather, tramper, skier and, handily, general medical practitioner, will talk to
us about what we can do as first responders in medical emergencies in the outdoors.
Here is what he is offering: I’ll  be talking about common first  aid scenarios you may
encounter on a tramp. It’s not all death and dismemberment out there, but you should
certainly be ready for those two situations! What do you do for a blister? An allergy? Can
you really remove your own appendix using a pocket knife and a splash of whiskey?
What  should  you pack in  your  first  aid  kit?  Note,  I’m a GP,  not  a  qualified  first  aid
instructor, so a lot of my talk will be educated guess work and a healthy dose of witchcraft
and voodoo. Please bring along your first aid/medical mishap stories, how you managed
them and what (if anything) you wish you could have done differently. 

Long Weekend 10-12 December 
Departure point: Z Russley 

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Toaroha Range Crossing (Mt Reeves & Genoa Peak): 

Leaving on Friday afternoon at 4 pm. We’ll drive to Middlebranch
Rd end from where we’ll follow a track to Cedar Flat Hut where
we’ll  camp.  This  will  be  either  partly  or  fully  in  the  dark.  On
Saturday morning, we’ll climb up to Adventure Bivouac, summit Mt
Reeves and cross  rugged tops to  Genoa Peak.  We’ll  camp at
Pinnacle Biv / tarns under Genoa Peak. On Sunday, we’ll walk out
via Boo Boo Hut back to the road end. Bring your ice axe in case
we’ll come across some hidden snow patches along the tops. This
adventure  is  suitable  for  fit  and  well-equipped  trampers
comfortable with night tramping, boulder hopping, river crossing,
ice  axe  usage  and  indulging  in  muddy  hot  pools  in  the  early
morning. Pace will need to be quite swift at times, also known as
follow or die pace. Good weather conditions are required for the
mission’s success so if the weather’s not good enough, the trip will
be postponed. Visit DOC website and remotehuts.co.nz for more
info.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 9 Dec 2021

Map: BV19 Lake 
Kaniere 

Approx: Circa $70
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Saturday 11 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Manuka Bay/Point Gibson: 

An attractive coastal walk in North Canterbury. 

Starting at the Hurunui River Mouth, follow the Manuka Bay Track
as it winds in and out of bush filled gullies before dropping down to
Manuka Bay. A short  walk up Manuka Bay Road and across a
farm paddock takes us to the Point Gibson Lighthouse and the
Port Robinson Coastal Reserve. Fairly easy walking, with minimal
height  gain,  along  varied  terrain  that  includes  a  sandy  beach,
eroded sea cliffs, headlands, regenerating bush and good coastal
views. 

Return trip around 10kms, 4 to 5 hours.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 10 Dec 
2021

Map:  

Approx: $25

Long Weekend 17-19 December 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Tomyu Hu 0226 589 688
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Hooker Hut: 

Historic Hooker Hut was restored earlier this year and will be open
for bookings from 1 July. An article about the hut is available at: 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/300289242/hardy-
historic-and-haunted-hooker-hut-comes-home 

There  are  8  bunks  in  the  hut.  DOC  have  received  numerous
enquiries to stay in the hut. DOC are expecting a lot of interest to
stay in Hooker Hut and bookings will be essential. 

Hut  fees  are  $15/  night  via  the  DOC  online  booking  system.
Annual passes and regular tickets will not be accepted by DOC.
Seeking  7  other  people  who  may  be  interested  in  spending  2
nights at Hooker Hut doing a day trip or relaxing at the hut for a
Saturday and a Sunday morning? Because bookings are essential
and we are waiting for DOC to set up an online booking system for
Hooker  Hut.  Trip  will  depart  once  we  are  certain  we  have  a
booking. 

Editors note: this trip is full with a wait-list. Hut is now on DOC
booking system

Grade: Easy

Closes: 5 Dec 2021

Map:  BX15 Fox 
Glacier

Approx: $120
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Multi day trip 26-31 December 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Gillespie Pass & More - Christmas Trip: 

Nestled  among the  awesome Mt  Aspiring  National  Park  is  the
Gillespie  Pass  Circuit  and  surrounding  area.  It’s  an  ideal
playground in which to enjoy your Christmas holidays in. Our plan
for  the  six  days  is...  Day  1:  (Dec  26)  Drive  to  Makarora,  get
helicopter to within 3km of Top Forks Hut (saving us about 1.5
days of walking) and then walk up to and camp at Lucidus Lake.
Day 2: Explore around the Lake and head towards the waterfall by
Rabbit Pass as a day trip and then come back and stay at Top
Forks Hut. Day 3: Walk to Kerin Forks Hut via Jumboland and stay
there the night. Day 4: Walk to Crucible Lake and camp in the
forest. Day 5: Walk over Gillespie Pass and camp at the tent site
beyond Young Hut. Day 6: Walk out and drive home. (There’s an
option to add on another day if people want to explore more, and
to celebrate New Years together.) It’s important you have a tent
and appropriate overnight gear, and that you have been on tramps
where you have walked for 6-8hrs for several consecutive days.
You should also be comfortable climbing up and down steeper
terrain  where  needed.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any
questions. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 22 Dec 
2021

Map:  BZ12 
Makarora

Approx: Approx 
$300 inc 
helicopter &
car, plus 
huts

Saturday 15 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Scenery Nook:  Scenery Nook is a little cove out on Timu Timu
Head on the south side of Banks Peninsula. We start  out from
Lands End Station, go over Lucas Peak ( 381m ) and down Rocky
Gully to Scenery Nook. Come and see stunning cliff formations,
curving around to make the cove into an amazing ampitheatre of
layered  rock  in  earthy  hues  of  red,  pink  and  purple.  Not  to
mention,  friendly  seals.  According  to  E  Can,  it  is  an  area  of
Significant Natural Value. Return around the cliff tops and follow a
farm track back to the cars. Bring your camera - it is a great trip for
photographs.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 14 Jan 2022

Map: BY25 
Akaroa

Approx: $20

Saturday 22 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Hutt Forest Conservation Area: Starting at the beautiful Awa
Awa Rata (  Valley of the Rata )  Reserve, we follow the Scotts
Saddle Track to the Mt Hutt  Skifield road, through mixed forest
and then sub alpine herbfield and tussock tops; height gain 600m.
A short  walk up the skifield road to Scotts  Saddle,  from where
there are great views to Pudding Hill Stream, Mt Hutt skifield and
Canterbury  Plains.  Return  the  same  way,  following  the  Ridge
Track above Pudding Hill Stream, then the Alder Track, making a
loop back to the Awa Awa Rata Reserve.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 21 Jan 2022

Map: BX20 
Methven 

Approx: $20
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Weekend 29-30 January 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Croesus Knob - Mt Watson loop: 

This  will  be  good  opportunity  to  enjoy  my  favorite  weekend
tramping trip, and stay in the Ces Clark hut in the Paparoa Range
during the 2021 summer break. We will drive over to the start of
the track at Smoke Ho car park @ Blackball on Saturday and walk
up the valley to the Ces Clark Hut for tea and refreshments, with a
stopover at the Garden Gully to check out the old gold mine site. If
the weather is suitable we will stroll up from the hut to the top of
Croesus Knob to watch the sunset over the Tasman Sea, before
returning to the Ces Clark hut for supper and a good night’s sleep.
Sunday we will  walk out via the old Postman’s route along the
tops  from  Croesus  Knob  to  Mt  Watson  before  dropping  down
through the bush to the car park and the drive home. All together
about 20km of tramping and roughly 1,300 meters of height gain
with a lovely mixture of bush valley MB track & tussock tops route
with views down to the beach at Point Elizabeth and along the
horizon to the Southern Alps. 

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

Closes: 8 Jan 2022

Map: BT20 
Ahaura 

Approx: $55 + hut 
fees

Long Weekend 5-7 February 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684
n.sydorenko@hotmail.com

Lake  Morgan  via  Cone  Creek  Hut:  Rescheduled  from  Show
weekend 2021 to  Waitangi  weekend 2022.  Fingers crossed for
good weather! We’ll start walking on Saturday from the carpark at
the  end  of  Heaphy  Rd  (I’ve  got  access  permission  from
Gloriavale).  The  trip  can  de  done  as  a  clockwise  or  an
anticlockwise loop, so we’ll just pick the best weather day for Lake
Morgan  tops.  Clockwise  looks  slightly  less  brutal  in  terms  of
steepness of climb. Camping one night near Lake Morgan Hut and
the  other  near  Cone  Creek  Hut.  Walk  out  and  drive  back  on
Monday. I’ll think of a Plan B if the weather is bad in this part of
the country. 

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 2 Feb 2022

Map: BU21 
Haupiri

Approx: $40 petrol

Trip Reports

23-25 October 2021

Freehold Creek-Snowy Gorge Creek-Ahuriri circuit

Ten CTC members – Liz Wightwick (leader), Chris McGimpsey, Zack Williams, Kate Taylor,
James  Atlas,  Markus  Milne,  Peter  Umbers,  Daniel  Cordes,  Linda  Lilburne  and  Bryce
Williamson – left Christchurch at 5 pm on Friday 22 October for the five-hour drive to Lake
Middleton Campground on the western shore of Lake Ōhau. Max De Lacey joined us on
our way through at Fairlie and Ian Wightwick met us at the camp having driven over from
the West Coast. We pitched tents in the dark and had a windless, but rather cold, night’s
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sleep before rising at 6 am on Saturday morning. 

Day 1: Saturday 23 October 2021 – Lake Ōhau to Maitland Steam 

As we arose at lake Middleton,  the near-full  moon was setting through of veil  of  high
clouds over Mt Sutton while the weak sun was brightening the sky across the lake. 

An hour later the sun had risen higher above Lake Ōhau. It remained mostly obscured to
us by clouds but was lighting up the flanks of the snow-covered peaks of the Main Divide
and Sealey Range up the Dobson River. 

Breakfasted and decamped, we drove a couple of kilometres to Glen Mary Ski Club lodge
where we parked the cars and set off up the Te Araroa (TA) Trail easement just after 8 am. 

In 35 minutes, we covered the couple of kilometres across a couple of broad terraces to
the shingled track that constitutes the combined Freehold Creek Track, TA, and Tarnbrae
Track section of the Alps to Ocean bike trail. Another couple of kilometres and 25 minutes
and we turned right and onto a beautiful and well-formed track up the beech clad vale of
Freehold Creek. 

At 9:50 am, just after seeing a titipounamu/rifleman, we took a ten-minute break for water
and scroggin by a picturesque little waterfall. 

Ten minutes after our break, at about 1100 metres, we popped out of the bush and into
warm sun with views to the peaks above us and down the valley to Lakes Middleton, Ōhau
and Ruataniwha below us. 

At about 10:30 am we turned right and off the TA, climbing through tussock, Spaniards and
rubble towards a cirque basin encompassed by Pts 1479, 1834, 1922 and 1736 m. 

An hour after leaving the TA, we reached a tarn at ~1470 m (occupied by two floating 

Lakes Middleton ,Ohau and Ruataniwha from Freehold Creek

Canada geese) where we took another ten-minute break. 
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At 12:15 pm we reached the snow. It being an appropriate time, and finding the snow to be
soft  and  deep,  we  stopped  for  a  half-hour  lunch  break,  during  which  many  of  us
augmented our carried water with the frozen sort. 

To avoid the heavy going of knee-to-thigh-deep snow, our after-lunch route took us up a
steep pile of rubble in the direction of Pt 1834 m. About 40 metres from the top, reasoning
that it would be easier to go round than over and that the snow would be firmer at this
altitude, Markus and I  skirted around the north side of the knob and across 100-or-so
metres of snow. We found that our assumptions were incorrect – the deep snow was still
very heavy going. But we got to the summit saddle well ahead of any of the others except
Max. Zack and Kate followed us, displaying some aptitude as a depth gauges. 

Over about ten minutes from 1:15 pm, we regathered at the saddle then headed north
along summit ridge. The snow was more compact and the going easier and faster. We
contoured around the western side of Pt 1922 metres with views across to the Barrier
Range with Mt St Mary (2337 m) the dominant peak. 

By 2:30 pm we were in sight of Dumb-bell Lake (1557 m) backed by Mt Sutton (2007 m). 

It was calm and hot, and we were running low on water, so we took a 25-minute break by a
small stream before descending steeply to the northwest into the Spaniard-infested valley
of the unnamed stream that drains Lake Dumb-bell. Thick tussock with hidden rocks, holes
and Spaniard spines made the going a bit of a struggle. We managed just a kilometre
down the stream in 40 minutes under the hot sun before taking another 20-minute break. 

Lower down the stream the going got  easier and we arrived at our intended Maitland
Stream camp site at 5 pm, having walked 15.2 kilometres with 1370 metres of total ascent
over 9 hours. The site was hardly ideal for tenting, but better than anything else nearby.
The tents ended up well scattered with some of us doing minor earthworks to extend our
areas of relative flatness. 

Once their tents were pitched, Liz, Ian and Max headed off to bag Maitland Hut, about 3.5
kilometres  down  Maitland  Stream.  The  rest  of  us  cooked  dinner,  which  we  ate  in
congregation in the warm evening air while enjoying the scenery and speculating on the
possibility of showers overnight and in the morning. Max got back as I was heading to bed.
Apparently, Liz and Ian got back 20 minutes later, but I think I was asleep by then. 

Day 2: Saturday 24 October 2021 -- Maitland Steam to Ahuriri River East Branch 

We had a light shower of rain just after midnight and another about 5 am. The latter had
abated, but the tussock and tents were damp when we arose at 6 am. We ate breakfast at
our well-dispersed tent sites under partly cloudy skies tinted pink by the rising sun hidden
from us by the range we had crossed on the previous day. 

The first of us left our camp site at 7:30 am while some of the tardier members were still
finishing their packing. Over the next two and a half hours we traipsed, without significant
pause, for nearly six kilometres, climbing 220 metres through Spaniard-infested tussock
over a broad pass into the headwaters of Snowy Gorge Creek and on to Snowy Gorge
Hut. The weather was warm and windless. At the hut, we stopped for about half an hour
for a morning snack, taking the opportunity to lay tents out to dry and chatting with a young
couple who had walked in from the Ahuriri River the previous evening to tent beside the
hut. 
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Liz contouring around Pt 1922m near Dumb-bell Lake

While at Snowy Gorge Hut, I discovered that my phone, which I was using as a GPS to log
the route, had given up the ghost, so the rest of my statistics in this report are partly made
up using a retrospective best estimate of our route, along with the time stamps of the
(relatively few) photos I took. Also at Snowy Gorge Hut, we discussed the route by which
we would make our way to the Ahuriri  East Branch. Liz was on a bit  of a hut-bagging
mission and keen to visit Hideaway Hut a couple of kilometres up a true-left tributary of
Snowy Gorge Crek. She also suggested that,  rather than backing out again to Snowy
Gorge, we could climb over Stony Peak (1845 m) into the Ahuriri East Branch, saving a
good half-dozen kilometres of horizontal travel. Others of us countered that it would mean
more than a thousand metres of gratuitous height gain over territory that would possibly
include steep scree and probably involve more Spaniards and matagouri scrub. 

The question had not been resolved by the time we departed Snowy Gorge Hut, climbed
over a terminal moraine and marched about 7.5 kilometres in a couple of hours to the turn
off to Hideaway Hut. Markus immediately crossed Snowy Gorge Creek, but the rest of us
stopped for a leisurely lunch on the right bank. Liz, Ian, Peter, Linda and Max decided that
they would drop their packs across the stream, bag Hideaway Hut and then chase the rest
of us, who were to walk to the Ahuriri River flats and around the south end of the range,
picking up the TA into the Ahuriri East Branch. We crossed the stream to Markus at about
1 pm and the two groups headed their different ways.  

I was amongst the non-hut-baggers. An unnamed hut a few kilometres up the Ahuriri East
Branch had been nominated as our target destination and an estimate of 12 kilometres
has been made. On that basis, we estimated an arrival time of 6 pm. Having now looked at
electronic  maps  I  can  see  that  the  real  distance  was  more  like  16  kilometres.  The
afternoon was hot and the tramping, especially along the hieracium-infested and rabbit-
plagued terraces of the Ahuriri River, was boring and interminable. The terrain was easy,
but the hard surface made for sore feet. 
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We  eventually  reached  the  TA  and  turned  northeast  up  the  Ahuriri  East  Branch.
Enthusiasm was waning and talk was of stopping at the first spot where there were both
water  and  shelter  from  possible  overnight  wind.  At  about  4:30  pm  and  a  couple  of
kilometres up the valley, we came to such a spot, tucked in under the edge of a river
terrace from which emerged a spring. The spring water was clear but colonised by slimy
algae  that  Zack  and James found  off-putting.  So they carried  on  further,  while  Chris,
Markus, Daniel, Kate and I stopped. All but Kate (who was sharing gear with Linda) set up
tents and cooked dinner. About an hour after we arrived, Liz et al. turned up seemingly
happy that we had not continued to the intended hut. Over the day, I estimate that our
group had covered 24.3 kilometres with 420 metres total ascent over 9.5 hours. The hut-
bagger group would have travelled about four more kilometres and climbed another 80
metres. 

Day 3: Sunday 25 October 2021 -- Ahuriri River East Branch to lake Ōhau 

On the previous evening, Daniel had used his phone map to estimate that we had twenty
kilometres of travel to get back to the cars. With the advantage of the TA, we thought that
would take about seven hours, so Liz set a departure time of 7 am at the latest. 

The night was warm and most of us seem to have slept with unzipped sleeping bags. We
rose to a morning that forewarned of a sunny, and therefore bakingly hot, day. Chris was
away about 6:15 am, heading off to find Zack and James. I followed a quarter of an hour
later and found the three of them about a kilometre up the valley. While Zack and James
finished their packing, the others arrived and we headed off together about 7 am. 

After a couple of kilometres, we passed a broad saddle to our right, that leads to Quail
Burn. But we followed the TA to the left, into a small gorge and, thankfully, into the shadow
of Ōhau Peak, whose shadow protected us from the sun for the earlier part of the morning.

By 7:50 am, we had climbed to the high point above the gorge from which we could see
the unnamed hut on the other bank. The deep shadow of Ōhau Peak suggested a chilly
night and we felt reaffirmed in our decision to have camped downstream. The hut-baggers
briefly discussed crossing the river to bag that hut too, but managed to concoct reasons
not to. 

From about 9 am we came out of the shadow. We had been going at a good pace and the
heat of the sun, along with a greater concentration of Spaniards and less-even terrain
underfoot made the going harder. At about 10 am, we took a fairly lengthy morning break,
before embarking on the steepest climb of the day; 150 metres from the riverbed (now
reduced to stream size) to the saddle leading into the headwaters of Freehold Creek. 

From the top of the saddle, we were in hot sun, but at our progress was now gravity
assisted. We were making good time and our seven-hour estimate seemed well in hand;
so at about 11:30 am we took a long and early lunchbreak near the point where we had left
the TA on our way uphill two days earlier. 

Following lunch, we continued to make good time – about 50 minutes through the beech
forest of Freehold Creek and another 50 minutes across the terraces above Lake Ōhau to
Glen Mary Ski Club lodge, where we arrived a bit before 2 pm. My estimates are that we
covered 20.3 kilometres including 650 metres of total ascent in seven hours. Max promptly
headed off back to Timaru, while the rest of us spread across the three other cars (Ian was
going on to Christchurch). We stopped at Twizel to find nearly everything to be shut and
then headed homeward. Markus had suggested that we go by the inland route to avoid
end-of-holiday traffic. We didn’t do that, but probably should have due to a ten-kilometre
one-hour hold-up at the Rakaia Bridge due to an accident in which a motorcyclist was
killed after colliding with a truck. In Chris’ car we listened to CDs all  the way home: a
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collection of 80s and 90s Kiwi music, Bic Runga, ELO, Rodriguez and Sam Cooke

Thanks to Liz for organising a challenging trip and to her, Chris and Ian (and Max) for the
long hours of driving. My Spaniard wounds have now mostly healed and I’m starting to
convince myself that I enjoyed it!
Uploaded by: Bryce Williamson on Sat Oct 30 2021 

Second day route indicated; start and finish at Sawyers Ck (Glen Mary Ski Club)

24 October 2021

Mt Herbert from Purau via The Monument

I put this last-minute CTC trip up just a day ahead. It was picked up by 3 CTC people. 

We took a morning ferry from Lyttelton to Diamond Harbour at 7.50 AM. I managed to drop
my car key on a ferry but a lovely gentleman picked it up gave it to me on DH jetty - thank
you very much for that unknown mister! My mother-in-law wouldn’t be impressed if I lost
the only car key for her car... The walk along Diamond Harbour coast to Purau was just
lovely. Not long after we started, the sun burnt through the morning mist. A half an hour
later, we found ourselves walking through sunny but sleepy Purau. The walk to Port Levy
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Saddle along the main road was okay actually, we only got passed by a car or two. We
took on pretty swift pace. After a wee break at the saddle, we started following farm tracks
along Te Are Pātaka. After passing The Monument, Andrew suggested summiting it - we all
got quite excited at first but after having a proper look, it didn’t look doable without a rope
(at least from its southern side). Oh well - next time take a rope Andrew! It got pretty windy
along the ridges, but the sun was up and it was unusually warm for October. Despite the
strong wind, we spent the rest of the day in T-shirts. 

The Monument 711m – looking towards Purau Bay

After a decent lunch break at the top of Mt Herbert, we took Mt Herbert Walkway down to
Diamond Harbour which was lovely as usual. We finished at Diamond Harbour Cafe where
we met Brenda (another CTC soul) who’s been solo bike packing in the area. We were
quite impressed by her effort - she cycled from Pidgeon Bay that day so she probably did
more ascent than we did! Overall it was a good day out, very warm and sunny. Thanks
guys for the company! 

Participants:  Michal  Klajban  (leader,  GPX,  scribe,  photos),  Ian  Wyllie,  Andrew  Ecker,
Stephen Luckey 
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Map of route taken

More photos at my blog,

https://hikingisgood.com/mt-herbert-from-purau-via-the-monument/ 

Rough stats: 21 km, 1000m up, 5h 30min 

Classifieds
Tramping Cook Book for Sale
Dear Christcurch Tramping Club.

Hello!  I'm Tony the Vice-President of the Wellington Tramping and Mountaineering Club.

We have tramping cookbooks for sale for $30 plus $5 p & p.  The books are printed on
glossy  paper  with  colour  photos.   There  are  96  recipes  -  mains,  desserts,  meals  for
dehydrating, breakfasts, snacks and Tararua biscuits.  There are vegetarian and vegan
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suggestions.  Many of the recipes list the ingredients required for group meals from 2-12
people.

If people are interested they can get in touch with me at vicepresident@wtmc.org.nz

Regards and thanks!
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Social 
Convenor:

Kate Taylor 0273265497

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 January 2022 – Thanks.
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